
 

 

 

 

CURRENT STATE OF RUSSIAN-TURKISH 

IMMIGRATION ISSUES 

At the moment there is an active discussion going on in mass media, considering economical 

and political consequences that might take place within the recent conflict and tension 

between Russia and Turkey. In press there has already been posted the information about 

the detention of Turkish businessmen who had been visiting agricultural exibition in 

Krasnodar. It has been said that this detention was followed by administrative penalties. 

There is also information about Turkish citizens having problems at the checkpoints while 

trying to cross the Russian border. 

For your information we would like to state status-quo of regulations guiding entry and 

staying of Turkish citizens in the Russian territory as it is at present.  

1. In accordance with the Agreement of May 12, 2010 between the Russian 
Federation and the Republic of Turkey on terms of mutual travels, Turkish citizens have the 
right to stay in the Russian territory for the term up to 30 calendar days under visa-free 
regime.  
For the longer staying (studying, work etc.) Russian visa is required.  
 
NB! Number of “visa-free” entries is not limited but the total term of residing in the Russian 

territory cannot exceed 90 days within a 180-days’ period (the countdown of such period 

starts from the moment of the first entry under “visa-free” regime). 

2. Purpose of visit mentioned in migration card must strictly accord to an actual 

purpose of visit (служебный/official; туризм/tourist; коммерческий/business; 

учёба/education; работа/employment; частный/private; транзит/ transit). 

NB! When entering Russia for a business purpose (for conducting negotiations and 

consultancies, participating in exhibits and workshops, etc.) the purpose of visit must be 

stated as «Коммерческий/Business». 

3. In case of residing in the Russian territory for more than 7 business days a citizen of 

Turkey has to obtain migration registration at the actual place of staying. 

In case of residing at the hotel registration is to be provided by the hotel (during 2 
business days from the moment of settling). 

In case of residing at any other place the registration is to be provided by the hosting 
party. 



 
4. For a highly-qualified specialist (HQS) registration-free period in Russia is 90 

calendar days, starting from the moment of entering the Russian territory (this 90-days’ 

period is renewed every time HQS enters Russia). 

5. NB! Article 8 of the Russian-Turkish Agreement mentioned above provides for “the 

right of the competent authorities of each Party to decline entering or staying of the 

opposite Party’s citizens for the reasons of national security, public order or population 

health in accordance with concerned country’s law”. 

The official information about changes of staying and residence conditions for Turkish 

citizens in the Russian territory has not yet been published by the official sources.  

   However today, on November 27, 2015, Sergey Lavrov, the Minister of Foreign 

Affairs of Russia, has made a statement while meeting his colleague from Syria, Walid 

Muallem. He said that the Russian authorities have made the decision to temporarily 

suspend visa-free regime with Turkey, starting on January 01, 2016. 

Comments: 

 For those crossing the Russian border under visa-free regime, it is recommended to 

have the documents confirming the purpose of visit at hand (such as a letter from the 

hosting party/person, tourist voucher, reservation confirmation from the hotel, etc.); 

 It is also recommended to check validity terms and authenticity of current migration 

permissive documents, accuracy of personal data stated in them. 

 While staying in Russia it’s crucial always to keep the following documents with you: 
 

 Passport; 

 Migration card; 

 Migration registration coupon; 

 Work permit (if applicable); 

 Residence permit (if applicable). 
 

 


